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DETAILED ACTION 

1 • This Office Action is the answer to the communication filed on December 1 0, 1 998 , 
which paper has been placed of record in the file. 

2. Claims 1 -20 are pending in this application. 

Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to because of the Draftsperson's notice, see form PTO-948 for 
detail. Applicant is required to submit a proposed drawing correction in reply to this Office 
action. However, formal correction of the noted defect can be deferred until the application is 
allowed by the examiner. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
dtsnnctly claun.ng the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 1 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 
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Regarding to claims 1 1 and 17, the preamble says it's a system, but no means or structure 
are found to perform the desired result. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -- 

l!^ ,n T tl0n PatCnted ° r deSCribed in 3 printed P ublicati0 " in *is or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale ,„ th.s country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent! tUeuZZ States 

7. Claims 1 -20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 1 02(b) as being anticipated by Kalmus et al, 
U.S. Patent No. 4,674,044. 

Regarding claim 1 , Kalmus discloses a method for quoting securities in a market maker 
quotation system, executed over a networked computer system, the method comprising: posting a 
bid and offer price for a security for a proprietary account of a market maker (column 2, line 29- 
column 5, line 60), and to reflect a customer order or interest, posting a bid an/or offer price of 
the customer for the security in an agency account of the market maker (column 9, lines 65). 
(Note: If the market maker merely adjusts his quote to reflect the price of the customer, he has at 
least at one time posted a bid and offer price for the proprietary account and then at another time 
posted a bid or offer of the customer after the adjustment. In other words, note that the claim 
does not require a separate quote simultaneously displayed with the other quote and does not 
describe the format in which the quote must be displayed. Note also that the claim does specify 
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which computer the posting is to be done to and thus does not require the posting be done to the 
same computer. In other words, if the customer bid or offer is merely shown at one of the 
workstations and the other quote is posted somewhere else, the claim is met). 

Regarding claim 2, Kalmus further discloses posting for the proprietary account 
comprises: entering a quote for b,d and offer prices into a quote system; and sending the quote to 
a server that disseminates the bid and offer quotes from the market maker with quotes for the 
same security from a plurality of other market makers (column 2, line 29-column 4, line 50). 

Regarding claim 3, Kalmus further discloses quotes by the market maker and the plurality 
of other market makers are identified by unique market maker identifiers (column 3, lines 10-15 
and column 5, lines 55-60). 

Regarding claim 4, Kalmus further discloses posting in response to a client order 
comprises: entering a quote for the bid and/or offer into the quote system over a different session 
of the quote system than posting of a quote for a proprietary account; and sending the agency 
quote to a server that disseminates that agency quote with other quotes for the same security from 
the plurality of other market makers (column 2, line 29-column 5, line 60). 

Regarding claim 5, Kalmus further discloses each agency quote that is entered by the 
market maker is identified with a unique market maker agency identifier (column 3, lines 10-15 
and column 5, lines 55-60). 

Regarding claim 6, Kalmus further discloses posting for a proprietary account further 
comprises: using the unique market maker identifier corresponding to the market maker that is 
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Art Unit: 2164 

posting a bid and offer price for a security for a proprietary account, using a unique 
market maker identifier corresponding to a market maker that is different from market 
corresponding to a market maker that is different from market maker identifiers for a plurality of 
other marker makers (column 2 5 line 29-column 5, line 60); and in response to a customer order, 

posting a bid and/or offer price of the customer for the security in an agency account, 
using a unique market maker agency identifier for the agency quote that is posted by the market 
maker that is different form marker make agency identifiers for the plurality of other market 
makes (column 9, lines 50-65); and 

sending the agency quote to a server that disseminates that agency quote with other 
quotes for the same security from the plurality of other marker makers (column 5, lines 30-45). 
(See the note in claim 1 for more details). 

Claims 1 1-18 are system claims that parallel limitation as found in claims 1-9 above, 
therefore, are rejected by the same rationale. 

Claims 19-20 are written in computer software that are parallel limitation as found in 
claims 1 and 6 above, therefore, are rejected by the same rationale. 



Conclusion 



8. 



Claims 1-20 are rejected. 
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9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to examiner Nga B. Nguyen, whose telephone number is (703)306-2901. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 7:30 AM-5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Vincent A. Millin, can be reached on (703)308-1065. 

10. Any response to this action should be mail to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
c/o Technology Center 2700 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

(703) 308-9051, (for formal communications intended for entry) 

or: 

(703) 308-5397 (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 
2121 Crystal Drive, Arlington. 
VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703)305-3900. 
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Nga B. Nguyen 
September 17, 2001 




VINCENT MILUN 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2100 



